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# of  refugees          1,113,941

# of  returnees          28,574

# of  PRS                          45,000

# of  PRL                          270,000

# of  targeted host            1,500,000
community

Total Lebanese population    4.4 M

52.5 % 47.5 % 53 %
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• Philippe Lazzarini assumes
his duties as new Resident
and Humanitarian Coordinator

• Lebanon pays tribute to its
humanitarian heroes

• ERC makes first visit to
Lebanon; calls for continued
international support to
maintain stability

• Refugees’ socio-economic
situation records serious
deterioration

• As of September, WFP will
cap assistance at five
members per household

• Contributions allow UNRWA to
open 2015/16 school year;
cash assistance still at risk

• Armed clashes in Ein el
Hilweh camp displace up to
3,000 people

• LCRP Steering Committee
addresses critical priorities
and 2016 planning

New Humanitarian Coordinator for Lebanon assumes 
his duties  
On 7 August, Philippe Lazzarini assumed his duties as the new Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator (RC/HC) for Lebanon. He will also be serving as Deputy United Nations Special 
Coordinator for Lebanon and Resident Representative of the UN Development Programme 
(UNDP).

"Lebanon’s host communities present a live example of how every individual can create a 
difference," said Lazzarini, noting that Lebanon’s poorest communities are generously 
hosting refugees from Syria who sought safety and security in this country. "They are sharing 
their limited resources, their lands and their homes," he added. 

Lazzarini has extensive experience in international aid and coordination at senior levels, 
including through his latest assignment in the UN Assistance Mission in Somalia as Deputy 
Special Representative, RC/HC. Prior to this, he held a number of senior positions in OCHA 
Headquarters and in various field positions in Iraq, Angola, Somalia, and the occupied 
Palestinian territory. Lazzarini had previously worked in Lebanon in the early 1990s as a 
delegate for the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) with which he spent ten 
years of his career. 

Lebanon pays tribute to its humanitarian heroes
On the occasion of World Humanitarian Day (WHD) 2015 on 19 August, humanitarian 
workers from across Lebanon gathered at the UNESCO palace in Beirut in an event hosted 
by OCHA.

“It is just impressive how the spirit of humanitarianism is 
overwhelming in this country, in times of peace and of 
war,” said HC Lazzarini in his opening remarks, noting 
that “It is our responsibility to share humanity and open 
people’s eyes to the suffering.”

The event featured the screening of a film produced by 
OCHA Lebanon with testimonies from Lebanese 
humanitarian workers and others from the private sector 
highlighting how every person can be a humanitarian in 
his/her own way. Another film, produced by the Lebanon 
Cash Consortium, was also screened highlighting the 
importance of cash assistance in helping refugees meet 
their basic needs with dignity. In addition, a panel of 
humanitarian actors in Lebanon discussed the 
psychological impact of their work on their personal lives 
and the coping mechanisms they develop to deal with the 
stress they endure and the suffering they witness 
regularly. This year, OCHA Lebanon also organized a 
photo competition for all humanitarian workers in the 

Children at a Social Development Center in Beirut; 
photo chosen as “Best Humanitarian Photo” 
Source: Chamoum Aho/Intersos

FUNDING

LCRP
US$ 1.87 billion requested

(Extracted from FTS)

37% funded

F M

https://youtu.be/IXB0bZCYGpc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6t4WKlHthI
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The new approach of 
capping assistance at five 
members per household 
focuses on maximizing the 
limited assistance to highest 
number of households 
possible.

country and the winner of the “Best Humanitarian Photo”, Chamoun Aho, was announced 
during the event. 

19 August marks the day in 2003 when 22 people died in the bombing of the UN 
headquarters in Bagdad. WHD is the day in which we honor humanitarian workers who have 
lost their lives, and those who continue to risk it every day in order to provide aid to people in 
need. WHD is now established as a global celebration of the spirit of humanity. Please visit 
www.worldhumanitarianday.org

People in need
Refugees’ socio-economic situation deteriorates significantly: Assessments  
Members of the Basic Assistance sector jointly with the Food Security sector launched a 
targeting exercise whereby they visited and profiled 75,000 refugee households. 38 per cent 
of these households were identified as highly and severely vulnerable; a higher proportion 
compared to findings from other assessments. Although the profiling is still ongoing and 
cannot be considered representative, preliminary analysis reveals important trends to 
consider, such as the following:

Moreover, the preliminary results of the 2015 Vulnerability Assessment of Syrian Refugees in 
Lebanon (VASyR) also reflected a clear deterioration in the situation of Syrian refugees in the 
country. 70 per cent of refugee households are below the poverty line ($3.84/person/day) 
compared to 50 per cent last year. Moderate food insecurity doubled from 12 per cent to 24 
per cent since last year.  Households have a higher dependency on external livelihood 
sources like food vouchers, loans, and credit.

Funding shortfalls impose further food assistance reduction 

WFP’s funding shortfall of $96.9 million until the end of the year continues to restrict food 
assistance activities. In August, WFP assisted 162,691 households (772,102 beneficiaries) 
with the continued reduced $13.5 e-card value per person per month. This is equivalent to a 
50 per cent ration from the initial $27. As of September, WFP will cap assistance at five 
members per household. In addition, all safety net cases (vulnerable individuals who are 
either pregnant women, nursing women, those over 60, children under two or 
non-autonomous individuals) will no longer receive assistance. This new approach focuses 
on maximizing the limited assistance to the highest number of households possible, while 
ensuring that all highly and severely vulnerable households continue to receive assistance.

UNRWA declares school year open  
UNRWA announced on 19 August the 2015-16 school year open and 38,500 students 
(grades 1-12) in Lebanon will return to 68 schools as planned on 7 September. However, the 
number of students per class will be increased to 50. This announcement comes after weeks 
of uncertainty over the possible delay of the academic year due to the serious funding 
shortfall UNRWA is facing in the region. Recently, contributions amounting to $78.9 million 
were received to fill in the $101 million deficit.  

While the received funds helped cover education needs, Palestine Refugees from Syria 
(PRS) have since July stopped receiving the monthly cash assistance for housing which 
amounts to $100 per family. Also, the monthly food assistance was reduced by 50 per cent 
to $13.5 per person per month. These developments have exacerbated refugee vulnerability, 

38 per cent of 75,000 
assessed households were 
identified as highly and 
severely vulnerable.

“It is our responsibility to 
share humanity and open 
people’s eyes to the 
suffering.”
RC/HC Philippe Lazzarini 

Refugee households below 
the poverty line increased 
from 50 per cent to 70 per 
cent.

61 per cent of refugees without residency 

84 per cent of severely and highly vulnerable households are living in low 
quality shelter 

Around 92 per cent of the assessed households are in debt

Highly and severely vulnerable family size tends to reach 7 members and over 
60 per cent are children

Over half of severly and highly vulnerable households’ expenditure is on food

www.worldhumanitarianday.org


Lebanon Humanitarian Bulletin | 3

www.unocha.org
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). Coordination Saves Lives

even more so since 98 per cent of PRS rely 
on UNRWA cash assistance as their main 
source of income. The lack of financial 
resources might push PRS to remove their 
children from school or resort to high-risk 
employment. Risks of eviction and SGBV 
cannot be excluded. PRS have a reduced 
ability to maintain their legal status in 
Lebanon which increases the likelihood of 
unsafe return to Syria, dangerous migration, 
and community tensions.

Humanitarian response
Cash assistance helps alleviate the suffering of refugees

The Lebanon Cash Consortium (LCC) joins 
the efforts of six agencies: ACTED, CARE, 
International Rescue Committee (IRC), 
Save the Children (SC), Solidarites 
International (SI) and World Vision (WV) to 
provide unconditional cash to Syrian 
refugees across Lebanon. 

The LCC is targeting 8,500 highly 
socio-economically vulnerable refugee 
households. This action directly benefits 

approximately 42,500 Syrian refugees living in Lebanon by empowering them to make their 
own decisions in meeting their basic needs in a dignified and flexible manner. Targeted 
households receive unconditional cash assistance worth $175 on a monthly basis to meet 
essential food and other needs, which reportedly increased the refugees sense of security 
and stability, given the flexibility of this assistance mechanism.

To know more about how this cash assistance creates a difference in the lives of refugees 
and helps them meet their basic needs please see: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6t4WKlHthI

UN Humanitarian Chief calls for continued support to maintain Lebanon’s stability 
The UN Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator (ERC), Stephen O’Brien, 
completed his first visit to Lebanon on 17 
August calling for continued international 
support to help maintain the country’s stability. 
The ERC met with Prime Minister Tammam 
Salam amongst other top officials and assured 
them that the UN is committed to supporting 
Lebanon’s stability. 

O’Brien called for maintaining the spirit of 
partnership when developing next year’s 
interventions. He highlighted the innovative 
nature of the LCRP as a joint GoL-UN approach 
to address the urgent needs of the vulnerable communities in Lebanon and to support  
Lebanese public services.

The ERC also met with affected communities and aid workers in the Bekaa, one of the areas 
with the highest concentration of Syrian refugees. He paid tribute to the “remarkable efforts” 
of the host communities, local authorities, and humanitarian community in generously 
catering for the needs of the vulnerable Lebanese and Syrians and providing them with 
services despite the constraints.

Funding shortfalls continue 
to raise serious concerns; 98 
per cent of Palestine 
Refugees from Syria 
reported that the UNRWA 
cash assistance is their main 
source of income.

“The LCRP is an innovative 
approach to address the 
urgent needs of the 
vulnerable communities in 
Lebanon.”

ERC Stephen O’Brien

Palestinian children at school. Source: UNRWA

ERC O'Brien walks with Syrian refugee girls during his visit to an informal 
tented settlement in the Bekaa on 17 August. 
Source: Mohamed Azakir/Reuters

Snapshot  from the LCC video on cash assistance. Source: LCC

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6t4WKlHthI
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Humanitarian access
Volatile security situation prevails in Ain el Hilweh Camp 
Armed clashes erupted in Ein el Hilweh camp in Saida on 24 August and seriously impacted 
the Palestine refugee community. Despite the ceasefire reached the following day, the 
situation remains extremely volatile. 

During the clashes, fighting took place near several UNRWA installations, including schools 
and health clinics. Residents reportedly vacated the camp and took refuge at various 
locations, mainly in Saida municipality and Mieh Mieh camp. As many as 3,000 people may 
have been temporarily displaced. According to media reports at least two people were killed. 
UNRWA did not have have full access and movement in and around the camp for several 
days, which hampered its ability to deliver essential services.

Nevertheless, UNRWA mobilized its humanitarian response and coordinated with partners to 
provide medical assistance, sanitation services and shelter to those in need in UNRWA 
facilities. These last few days, the agency was able to conduct a rapid assessment of the 
considerable damage caused to its schools and other facilities and is currently carrying out 
the necessary repairs to start the school year on time. 

In a statement issued on 1 September, UNRWA called on all parties to respect the renewed 
cease-fire, ensure the safety and security of civilians, and respect the neutrality of the 
agency's installations to provide its vital education, health and social services.

Funding
As of 31 August, LCRP partners had received $688m of the revised $1.87b requirements. 
The appeal is currently funded at 37 per cent. Four donors; the European Commission, 
Germany, the United Kingdom and the United States have contributed $500m of the $688m 
received.

The LCRP Steering Committee, co-chaired by the Minister of Social Affairs Rashid Derbas 
(MOSA) and RC/HC, convened on 27 July to review the progress in the implementation of 
the plan and discuss the roadmap for 2016. The Committee also reviewed the critical 
priorities for the remainder of the year which require a funding of $815 million to support 
activities aimed at reducing vulnerability and maintaining social stability. 

Activities will target up to one million of the most vulnerable displaced from Syria and 
Lebanese with food and basic assistance, education, livelihoods, health, shelter and 
protection. Support will be provided to 244 municipalities addressing priority host community 
needs.

99
INGOsINGOs

As many as 3,000 people 
may have been temporarily 
displaced due to armed 
clashes in Ain el Helweh 
camp. 

Critical priorities  for 2015 
require $ 815 Million.

Figures used for the LCRP Steering Committee meeting on 27 July



Lebanon Humanitarian Bulletin | 5

www.unocha.org
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). Coordination Saves Lives

For further information, please contact: 
Yannick Martin, martiny@un.org or Manal Sarrouf, sarrouf@un.org,  or email: ochalebanon@un.org 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Humanitarian volunteers’ Story
“Every time I leave the center, the feeling of joy and satisfaction is just overwhelming,” says 
Elias about his experience as a volunteer English teacher at one of Amel’s women centers in 
Beirut.

For the last three and a half years, Elias has been commuting to Beirut every Sunday taking 
a one-hour-drive to teach English to vulnerable Ethiopian workers. Elias studied international 
affairs and is currently a full time humanitarian worker at an international NGO. He was 
previously based in Akkar, northern Lebanon, whereby he only came home for weekends, 
but even then, he never missed the Sunday voluntary chore. “These women are just so 
dedicated, they sacrifice their own money and day-off to come to the center, sometimes from 
far-away places, to learn,” says Elias, noting that this fact alone motivates him to remain 
committed to helping them.   

Elias enthusiastically explains that this experience made him a more understanding person 
and he has now become attached to this community and sincerely appreciates the 
determination of these vulnerable women. “I enjoy volunteering the most because there is no 
such thing better than giving for free.”

Diana, 17, is also proud of her volunteering experience at another Amel center. She was 
initially enrolled in one of the NGO’s livelihood programs in Beirut. After taking classes in 
graphics, English, and computer, she decided to volunteer and to support the 
implementation of the activities. She became an animator, organizing recreational activities 
in one center.

Diana says her volunteering experience made her more self-confident and responsible in 
addition to acquiring organizational and time management skills. She is unhappy that she will 
have to offer less volunteering hours now that school will begin. “What is best about 
volunteering is that you personally benefit and benefit others at the same time,” she says.

“Every time I leave the 
center, the feeling of joy and 
satisfaction is just 
overwhelming.”
Humanitarian volunteer  
Elias




